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Project Background
& Timeline

Why complete an OSRP?
 An Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP)
provides information about the community,
its environmental and recreational resources,
and what residents want to achieve in the
next 7 years
 OSRPs help encourage community protection
and stewardship of these vital resources
 Completion of an OSRP makes
municipalities eligible to apply for
State grants through the EOEEA to
acquire and improve land for conservation
and recreation

Plan Outline
Section 1

Plan Summary

Section 2

Introduction

Section 3

Community Setting

Section 4

Environmental Inventory and Analysis

Section 5

Inventory of Lands of Conservation and
Recreation Interest

Section 6

Community Vision

Section 7

Analysis of Needs

Section 8

Goals and Objectives

Section 9

Seven-Year Action Plan

Appendix ADA Self-Evaluation

Plan Maps

ADA Access SelfEvaluation

The Process

Major Phases
of Work

Open Space

Parks Tour

August

Presentation & Open House

August

Kick-off
Presentation

AUGUST 26TH (via Zoom)

Virtual Open House

AUGUST 26TH-SEPT. 11TH (via Qualtrics)

Priorities
1

Acquire land for conservation purposes (e.g. wildlife habitat and water
supply protection)

2

Maintain existing parks and facilities

3

Improve access to parks and facilities through trails, sidewalks, bike
lands, safer crossings

4

Improve existing parks and facilities through new playgrounds, athletic
fields, paving, trees, buildings

5

Acquire land for recreational purposes (e.g. playgrounds, ballfields,
boating)

OSRP Community Survey

Oct.-Nov.

211 Responses

RECORDED RESPONSES

179 Participants

ANSWERED ALL QUESTIONS

Active & Passive Recreation Sites
Most Visited (Active)
#1

SINGING BEACH

#2

MASCONOMO PARK

#3

TUCKS POINT

Most Visited (Passive)
#1

{

MANCHESTER ESSEX WOODS
(WILDERNESS CONSERVATION AREA)

POWDER HOUSE HILL
RESERVATION

#2

COOLIDGE
RESERVATION/POINT

#3

DEXTER POND
CONSERVATION AREA

Select up to five (5) options below that you would like to
see more of in Manchester in the next 10 years.

1

Trails for walking running, and hiking

2

Water access points - Rowing/Kayaking/Stand-up Paddle
Boarding

3

Improved natural areas and preserves

4

Picnic areas and pavilions

5

Community gardens

Draft: Seven Year
Action Plan

Accomplishments














Establishment of a permanent Open Space and Recreation Committee in 2015.
Held a volunteer clean up event at Dexter Pond in 2016.
Constructed a new public boat ramp at Town Hall in 2017.
Rebuilt a pedestrian bridge at the Dexter Pond Nature Sanctuary in 2018.
Implemented a Safe Routes to School project at Memorial School, which included sidewalks,
crosswalks and other safety improvements in 2019.
Secured funding to from Town Meeting to develop Open Space management plans for town
owned open space parcels 2020.
Developed an Athletic Field Master Plan in 2020.
Updated Manchester’s ADA Self-Evaluation and ADA Transition Plan in 2020.
Added 260 linear feet to the existing docks at Reed Park in 2020.
Placed approximately 12 acres of land in the Western Woods under the management of the
Conservation Commission in 2020.
Initiated the purchase of a 12-acre lot on Christian Hill for conservation in 2020.
Created a new walking trail and installed informational kiosks and trail markers at Powder
House Hill Reservation in 2020.
Provided funding to the Manchester Stream Team to develop a video entitled Sawmill Brook: A
Visual Survey 2020, to educate and promote protection of the Town’s drinking water and
natural resources in 2020.

OSRP Goals
 Goal 1: Ensure that the objectives and actions identified in the Open Space and
Recreation Plan (OSRP) are implemented and that the plan is updated as needed
for resubmission in 2028.
 Goal 2: Protect land significant to drinking water protection, wildlife habitat,
natural resource protection and climate change (for carbon storage)
 Goal 3: Manage existing town-owned or town-managed open space parcels for
the purposes of safe and enjoyable public access and the protection of natural
resources and wildlife habitat.
 Goal 4: Promote awareness, enjoyment and stewardship of Manchester’s open
space parcels and natural resources through outreach and education.
 Goal 5: Identify the town’s recreational needs and create action plans to address
those needs.
 Goal 6: Promote the use and improvement of the town-owned waterfront resources
for the purposes of water-related activities.
 Goal 7: Continue to advocate for accessibility by ensuring that town officials,
boards and committees are aware of Universal Design Standards and ADA
requirements and that ADA considerations are incorporated into town projects.

Draft Action Plan Map

Goal 1: Ensure that the objectives and actions identified in the Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) are
implemented and that the plan is updated as needed for resubmission in 2028.
Actions:

Action 1.1: Update the 2021 plan with a view to a submission of a revised plan in 2028 and
establish a budget as needed.

Priority/
Time Frame

HIGH
Continuous

Goal 2: Protect land significant to drinking water protection, wildlife habitat, natural resource protection and
climate change (for carbon storage)
Actions:

Priority/
Time Frame

Action 2.1: Revise the Town’s list of high- priority parcels which are not currently protected for
potential acquisition or protection by other means.





Possible candidates include unprotected parcels within the Round Pond and Gravelly Pond
watersheds; remaining unprotected woodlands north of Route 128; parcels in the “Western
Woods”; parcels that would link existing parcels to create greenway corridors including Wyman
Hill, Great Hill and Owl’s Nest Nature Preserve; and the Eaglehead Wildlife Study Area.

HIGH
Year 1
Short-term

Consideration should be given to those areas identified in the BioMap2 (or, Biomap3 when
available), created by the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program.
The BioMap2 project includes a report for the town of Manchester which should be consulted when
identifying high-priority parcels.

Action 2.2: Using the list created in Action 2.1, set priorities and actions for each parcel (e.g.,
acquisition, conservation restrictions, Conservation Commission management)

HIGH
Year 1
Short-term

Goal 2: Protect land significant to drinking water protection, wildlife habitat, natural resource protection and
climate change (for carbon storage)
Actions:

Priority/
Time Frame

Action 2.3: Initiate steps to acquire or protect those high-priority parcels identified in Action 2.2.



Seek allies among other local nonprofits to help encourage conservation outcomes for these
parcels.



Work with Town Planner and Planning Board to identify and assess zoning bylaws that protect
resource values. (or perhaps this is an action on its own – whereby parties evaluate zoning
bylaws to strengthen resource protection – clustering, LID, etc. are all valid resource protection
tools).



Seek Town Meeting votes to conserve or protect the resource values of the Town-owned
undisturbed parcels in the Gravelly/Round Pond watershed recently identified by the Assessors
and those in the Western Woods.

Action 2.4: Maintain an ongoing inventory of parcels that need additional protection through
acquisitions, dedications, or conservation restrictions. These include parcels that are important for
water supply protection, wildlife habitat and natural resource protection. Reassess and update the
inventory annually and apply it to Manchester’s online mapping utility.

HIGH
Year 2 - 7
Short- to longterm

HIGH
Year 1 – 7
Ongoing

Goal 3: Manage existing town-owned or town-managed open space parcels for the purposes of safe and
enjoyable public access and the protection of natural resources and wildlife habitat.
Actions:

Action 3.3: Create a plan for the Western Woods for acquiring or protecting parcels, forest
management, trail maintenance, creation of access and parking areas.



Create a Western Woods webpage where all relevant information and documents can be posted.

Action 3.4: Create a plan to provide public access to the restored Central Pond area of Sawmill
Brook.




Include walkways and educational signage.
Improve the town-owned area on the northeast side of the pond with benches and plantings

Priority/
Time Frame

HIGH
Year 1 - 2
Short-term
HIGH
Year 3-7 Midto long-term

Goal 4: Promote awareness, enjoyment and stewardship of Manchester’s open space parcels and natural
resources through outreach and education.
Actions:

Priority/
Time Frame

Action 4.2: Create trail maps of existing town-owned open space parcels in both paper and
electronic form (GIS) for use by the public. Coordinate volunteer efforts to help map the parcels (e.g.,
Scouts, Cape Ann Trail Stewards).

MEDIUM
Start in Year 1
Short-term;
then ongoing

Action 4.3: Plan and hold events which would enhance and promote town-owned open space. Events
could include trail cleanup days; removal of invasive species; coordinated “theme” walks; etc. Partner
with local organizations such as Mass Audubon, MECT, Cape Ann Trails Stewards, local school groups
and others.

MEDIUM
Year 1 – 7
Ongoing

Goal 5: Identify the town’s recreational needs and create action plans to address those needs.
Actions:

Action 5.1: Continue to maintain the inventory of all existing town-owned recreational areas including
playing fields, parks, and beaches.



Assess each one for frequency of use, condition, need for improvement or management, ADA
compliance, etc.



Follow-through on recommendations, especially for high priority fields and recreational parcels.

Action 5.2: Use the new Athletic Field Master Plan (2020) to prioritize playing fields that will need
improvement or repairs over the next seven years (e.g., parking lot and flooding issues at Sweeney
Park). Prioritize recreational parcels for the same.




Create and initiate plans for improvements to priority parcels

Priority/
Time Frame

HIGH
Year 1
Short-term;
then ongoing

HIGH
Year 1
Short-term;
then ongoing

Refer to Chapter 5 of the Athletic Field Master Plan for specific design recommendations

Action 5.5: Continue to explore and implement ways to make Manchester more bicycle and
pedestrian friendly including working with the Police, the DPW, the BOS, and the MERSD
administration through a combination of infrastructure improvements, safety training and community
involvement.

HIGH
Start in Year 1
Short-term;
then ongoing

Goal 6: Promote the use and improvement of the town-owned waterfront resources for the purposes of waterrelated activities.
Actions:

Priority/
Time Frame

Action 6.1: Continue to update the inventory of existing town-owned and publicly accessible docks
and piers.



Assess each site for frequency of use; condition, need for improvement or management, ADA
compliance, etc.




Replace Tuck’s Point docks in 2021

HIGH
Year 1 Shortterm and
ongoing

Investigate expansion of docking facilities at Morss Pier for public use.

Action 6.2: Work towards improving town docks and piers to ensure that facilities are publicly
accessible and ADA compliant.

HIGH
Year 1 Shortterm and
ongoing

Goal 7: Continue to advocate for accessibility by ensuring that town officials, boards and committees are aware
of Universal Design Standards and ADA requirements and that ADA considerations are incorporated into town
projects.
Actions:

Action 7.1: In order to improve accessibility to Manchester’s parks and open spaces and serve the
recreation needs of all residents, the Town should adopt and integrate universal design principles and
programming.
Action 7.2: Monitor the implementation of the latest ADA Transition Plan.

Priority/
Time Frame

HIGH
Ongoing
HIGH
Year 2
Short-term

Action 7.4: Participate in research, planning and monitoring for Phase II of the Downtown
Improvement Project (DIP) to guarantee that all routes meet Mass. accessibility standards.

HIGH
Year 3-7
Mid-to longterm

Action 7.5: Continue to recognize businesses and facilities that prioritize accessibility and
accommodate residents of all abilities by honoring them with the prestigious Access Award.

HIGH
Ongoing

Questions?

Virtual Open House
http://mapc.ma/ManchesterOSRPForum2

Virtual Open House
Instructions:
1. Click on the Open House link that is posted in the Chat Box
2. You will have an option to read some background information
(this is a summarized version of information covered in the PowerPoint presentation)

3. Follow the instructions and answer each question
Participants will be able to share ideas and provide feedback until June 4th

4. Make sure we have your email for updates on when the Draft of
the full OSRP is posted for public comment
If you have questions about the background information or about the
input exercises, feel free to email me at CLewis@mapc.org

